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Sinclair Survival Column 


by Mark L. Fendrick 

Well, here we go again. This is our 
fourth annual year end wrap up. 
Although there is no major company 
support for the Sinclair cComputers, 
they are still viable computers with 
their own network of small companies 
and individual developers who still are 
coming up with new products for our 
favorite computers. Not least of this 
support team is omputer Shopper. As 
you have no doubt noticed there are 
now two Sinclair columns here, and 
Mike O’Brien and I look forward to 
another year of bringing you the latest 
developments in the Sinclair (and 
Amstrad) world. 

Even though the ZX-81 computer is 
the oldest of the line (yes—I know that 
the ZX-80 precedes it, but it is not in 
common use even among Sinclair en¬ 
thusiasts) , there was still quite a bit of 
development of products for them. As 
we have detailed in this column this 
year, Silicon Mountain Computers of 
Canada is dedicated to produce new 
hardware and software for the 
ZX-81/TS 1000/TS 1500 computers. 
Most notable have been their ZX 
TERJVI*80 telecommunications pack¬ 
age. This is a full featured terminal 
software program for the ZX-81 which 
includes many of the features long 
desired but never offered for this 
computer. 

The second most common com¬ 
plaint about the ZX-81 has -been its 
limited screen display—allowing on¬ 
ly 32 columns. (What is the most com¬ 
mon complaint? Without a doubt it 
has to be the unreliable and slow 
cassette based I/O.) Most online ser¬ 
vices cannot support anything less than 
forty columns, causing split lines, often 
difficult to read. ZX TERM*80 allows 


One of the newest capabilities add¬ 
ed to the Sinclair computers was 
desktop publishing. In a year which 
saw new desktop publishing programs 
released for the mainstream com¬ 
puters, software began to appear for 
the T/S 2068 and QL which begins to 
open this field up to those of us who 
still believe in our Sinclair computers 
and steadfastly refuse to give in to the 
pressure to upgrade to a run of the mill 
IBM compatible. 

One of the first entries into this 
field—for the T/S 2068—comes from 
Stan Lemke who gave us Pixel Sketch 
& Graphics Editor, an outstanding 
graphics package for the T/S 2068. 
Stan is a perfectionist who is constantly 
upgrading and improving his work, 
and as was the case when I was 
reviewing his earlier program, I 
received constant upgrades of Pixel 
Print Desktop Publisher. Actually, Pix¬ 
el Print Desktop Publisher is the main 
module of a number of add on fonts, 
graphics and icons. In cooperation 
with Mountaineer Software, Pixel 
Print Desktop Publisher gives you the 
starting point from which to create 
your own newsletters. You are given 
the option of creating your newsletter 
on either a full size printer or the T/S 
2040 (Alphacom 32) printer. 

Unlike some more sophisticated 
desktop publishing software for the 
IBM and Macintosh computers— 
which cost dozens of times more than 
this program—Pixel Print Desktop 
Publisher is not a text processor. 
However, you can use a word pro¬ 
cessor (such as the old standby 
Tasword) to create your text if desired 
and then import the file for columnar 
printing. Text size is fully adjustable, 
with the character size being capable 
of being changed from the standard 
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design and download fonts to their 
printer. (Does this signify that the 
SG-10 is the printer that Stan Lemke 
used to develop Pixel Print Desktop 
Publisher?) 

What is a desktop publisher unless 
it has the ability to integrate graphics 
with the text? Pixel Print Desktop 
Publisher allows graphics created with 
almost any graphics program to be 
loaded and used in your newsletter. In 
order to make this procedure easy, this 
program will accept any graphic 
which has been saved using the 
SCREEN$ format. You can, of course 
use the graphics provided with the 
add-on tape—Icon package. 

The Icon package includes over 100 
clip art graphics and three utility pro¬ 
grams. As with the Font package, one 


SEQ file without translation, since it 
is already a true ASCII file, to a 
MSDOS file. I then read it with a 
WordStar MSDOS. It came through 
very well! There were some Word 
Writer commands that had to be cor¬ 
rected like the title which began in 
underline and capitol letters. In Word¬ 
Star this command was a control D 
which shifted WordStar into double 
strike. Header and footer commands 
had to be replaced with those of 
WordStar but these were very easy. 
Even the dotted line that Word Writer 
puts in to show the end of the page 
came through. There were, as 
predicted by S.O.G.W.A.P., serious 
problems trying to format. Don’t even 
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of the programs is an Icon Library 
Manager. This will enable you to store 
and browse through up to 115 icons. 
You have the ability to view and 
modify the icons in the library. 

An icon designer allows you to 
design your own graphics which can 
be saved and used with your newslet¬ 
ters produced using Pixel Print 
Desktop Publisher. A final utility (Col- 
lossus Conversion Utility) allows you 
to transform a graphic from the icon 
manager into a colossus low resolution 
graphic which can be used to make 
giant banners. ^ 

For more information on Pixel Print 
Desktop Publisher contact Lemke Soft¬ 
ware Development; 2144 White Oak; 
Wichita, Kansas 67207. 

Desktop publishing has not been lost 
to users of the QL either. First there 
was a program called Front Page 
which could combine graphics and 
text to create the type of newsletter 
which we discussed earlier. There 
were drawbacks to this program— 
most notably the speed with which it 
worked. (A closer look at this program 

continued on page 202 


“Here’s the difference: The original 
Big Blue Reader took the boot sector 
and copied it right off the MSDOS 
diskette. Big Blue Reader CP/M writes 
generic MSDOS type of disk format 
and has limited information on it. The 
boot sector is not even there. If the 
computer looks for that sector and ex¬ 
pects to find it, it probably will not 
work. That’s probably why it did not 
work.” As an aside, perhaps the pro¬ 
blem has more to do with the fact that' 
I am using a 1.2Meg High density 
drive. As I mentioned before, there are 
known problems inherent with it 
when it writes 360K disks. That could 
cause the loss. If anyone has had a dif¬ 
ferent experience, let me know. 
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Amstrad) world. 

Even though the ZX-81 computer is 
the oldest of the line (yes—I know that 
the ZX-80 precedes it, but it is not in 
common use even among Sinclair en¬ 
thusiasts), there was still quite a bit of 
development of products for them. As 
we have detailed in this column this 
year, Silicon Mountain Computers of 
Canada is dedicated to produce new 
hardware and software for the 
ZX-81/TS 1000/TS 1500 computers. 
Most notable have been their ZX 
TER^1*80 telecommunications pack¬ 
age. This is a full featured terminal 
software program for the ZX-81 which 
includes many of the features long 
desired but never offered for this 
computer. 

The second most common com¬ 
plaint about the ZX-81 has-been its 
limited screen display—allowing on¬ 
ly 32 columns. (What is the most com¬ 
mon complaint? Without a doubt it 
has to be the unreliable and slow 
cassette based I/O.) Most online ser¬ 
vices cannot support anything less than 
forty columns, causing split lines, often 
difficult to read. ZX TERM*80 allows 
for 32, 64 or even 80 column displays 
utilizing the hi-res routine which 
Silicon Mountain Computers have 
made its specialty. 

Add to this control over your screen 
display the ability to transmit and 
receive files by way of the XModem 
protocol and you can see why this pro¬ 
gram has generated such enthusiasm 
from ZX-81 fans. 

The basis of Silicon Mountain Com¬ 
puter’s line of products is the Scram 
board and the hi-res routine. Although 
Hunter board owners could modify 
their boards to permit the use of hi-res 
software, Hunter boards are no longer 
available. Silicon Mountain Com¬ 
puters has redesigned the Non Volatile 
Memory board and once again this 
particular piece of hardware is 
available to ZX-81 owners already 
assembled and tested. 

The Scram board serves a number 
of functions, not the least of which is 
allowing a program and/or data to be 
saved for instant access without the 
need for loading or saving to tape. 
(Look for an in-depth look at the 
Scram board during the upcoming 
year here in Computer Shopper.) 


Stan is a perfectionist who is constantly 
upgrading and improving his work, 
and as was the case when I was 
reviewing his earlier program, I 
received constant upgrades of Pixel 
Print Desktop Publisher. Actually, Pix¬ 
el Print Desktop Publisher is the main 
module of a number of add on fonts, 
graphics and icons. In cooperation 
with Mountaineer Software, Pixel 
Print Desktop Publisher gives you the 
starting point from which to create 
your own newsletters. You are given 
the option of creating your newsletter 
on either a full size printer or the T/S 
2040 (Alphacom 32) printer. 

Unlike some more sophisticated 
desktop publishing software for the 
IBM and Macintosh computers— 
which cost dozens of times more than 
this program—Pixel Print Desktop 
Publisher is not a text processor. 
However, you can use a word pro¬ 
cessor (such as the old standby 
Tasword) to create your text if desired 
and then import the file for columnar 
printing. Text size is fully adjustable, 
with the character size being capable 
of being changed from the standard 
width to 32 times that width. Height 
can be expanded to 22 times normal 
size. Pixel Print Desktop Publisher 
allows not only size adjustment, but 
you can print your text in a number 
of fonts.' Included with your basic 
package are TX 2068 Standard, Bold, 
Modern and Italics. Underlining is 
available as well. You can also load in 
your own fonts or those available with 
the accessory tape. Font Package. 

Font Package is a combination of 
two programs and six new fonts. The 
six new fonts included in this package 
are Headline, IBM, MICR, Adven¬ 
ture, Outline and 5x5. Included as 
well is a font designer program. This 
is a utility which provides the ability 
to create your own fonts for use by the 
main program. It is also a font 
librarian allowing you to view up to 
20 different fonts and experiment with 
different versions of these fonts, such 
as Bold, Inverse and Italics. By com¬ 
bining these attributes with your fonts, 
many variations are possible. You can 
also modify existing fonts—either a 
single character or the entire set. 

A second program is also included 
which allows Star SG-10 owners to 
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SEQ file without translation, since it 
is already a true ASCII file, to a 
MSDOS file. I then read it with a 
WordStar MSDOS. It came through 
very well! There were some Word 
Writer commands that had to be cor¬ 
rected like the title which began in 
underline and capitol letters. In Word¬ 
Star this command was a control D 
which shifted WordStar into double 
strike. Header and footer commands 
had to be replaced with those of 
WordStar but these were very easy. 
Even the dotted line that Word Writer 
puts in to show the end of the page 
came through. There were, as 
predicted by S.O.G.W.A.P., serious 
problems trying to format. Don’t even 
try it. The program came through 
with the proper margins so I’d leave 
them alone. 

But, why do it. the hard way? Why 
not use the same programs—CP/M to 
MSDOS. I tried it. I formatted a disk 
in MSDOS 360K format, using Big 
Blue Reader CP/M. I then took several 
WordStar CP/M files and several 
dBase II CP/M files and copied them 
to the MSDOS disk. The dBase files 
came through without a hitch! They 
even ran, with some minor changes, 
in dBase III Plus. For some totally un¬ 
fathomable reason, some of the Word¬ 
Star files didn’t make it. When I used 
a disk formatted with AT clone to copy 
the files to, everything worked like a 
jewel. The WordStar CP/M files load¬ 
ed up, edited, and printed just as if I 
had written them on the clone. I still 
wanted to use Big Blue Reader for the 
entire operation so I went back to the 
old Big Blue Reader and used its 
separate formatter program. With 
disks formatted with the old one, I was 
able to transfer CP/M WordStar files 
to the AT clone with no problem. 
What’s the difference between the 
two? I asked Mike at S.O.G.W.A.P.: 


“Here’s the difference: The original 
Big Blue Reader took the boot sector 
and copied it right off the MSDOS 
diskette. Big Blue Reader CP/M writes 
generic MSDOS type of disk format 
and has limited information on it. The 
boot sector is not “even there. If the 
computer looks for that sector and ex¬ 
pects to find it, it probably will not 
work. That’s probably why it did not 
work.” As an aside, perhaps the pro¬ 
blem has more to do with the fact that 
I am using a 1.2Meg High density 
drive. As I mentioned before, there are 
known problems inherent with it 
when it writes 360K disks. That could 
cause the loss. If anyone has had a dif¬ 
ferent experience, let me know. 
Anyway, the problem is not serious! If 
it happens to you too and you don’t 
have a copy of the old Big Blue 
Reader, simply keep a couple of disks 
around that you formatted on your 
MSDOS machine. 

So it really works! At last it is possi¬ 
ble to transfer to and from MSDOS 
and the C-128 and C-128 CP/M. It’s 
particularly easy when you are using 
the same program in each machine, 
but it can be done, with editing, bet¬ 
ween programs. Big Blue Reader 
CP/M is a well written, fa’fct program 
that does what it says it will do. 

While I had Mike Miller of 
S.O.G.W.A.P. on the line, I had to ask 
“What’s in the future?” “What’s next 
in software for the C-128?” What’s 
next is, in the great Hollywood tradi¬ 
tion, a sequel! Big Blue Reader II, no 
less. Big Blue Reader II will support 
the 1581 drive and have other new 
features. It should be available by the 
time you read this. 

Mike also has a Beta Version of the 
whole New Testament on two flop¬ 
pies. It’s called “The Word Worker.” 

continued on page 198 
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will appear in a future issue of Com - 
puter Shopper .) Front Page is able to 

take any text, such as_doc files or 

SuperBASIC programs, and incor¬ 
porate them into your work. You can 
define the number of columns you 
wish your newsletter to have, as well 
as a number of other options. An im¬ 
proved version for expanded QLs is 
called Front Page Extra. Both of these 
programs will be examined shortly. 

On the hardware side of the QL 
scene, the Miracle Systems Trump 
Card made its appearance in 1987. 
Basically, the Trump Card is an add 
on for your QL which includes 768K 
or RAM (bringing the total to 896K!) 
and a disk interface which will support 
either a 5Vi or 3 V 2 inch disk drive. 
Other little “extras” featured with this 
card include such goodies as a screen 
dump, toolkit, RAM disk and more. 

But where has Sir Clive been dur¬ 
ing all of this? Since relieving himself 
of his original computer company 
(remember the sale to Amstrad in 
what now seems like the distant past?) 
Clive Sinclair has turned his energy to 


his long promised Z88 laptop com¬ 
puter. Like past Sinclair computers 
(this one cannot bear the Sinclair 
nametag) the Z88 has been talked 
about for what seems like an eternity, 
but as of this date I have not seen a 
Z88. Will 1988 be the year that it 
finally makes a real appearance? On¬ 
ly time (and I) will tell. 

What is a reality is the fact that QL 
clones have appeared in the U.K.— 
most, notably in the form of the CST 
Thor. Thor represents what the QL 
probably should have been in the first 
place. No microdrives, but standard 
floppy drives grace this “real” looking 
computer. With 640K, parallel and 
serial ports, battery backed clock and 
a separate IBM style keyboard, Thor 
is the first in a line of compatible com¬ 
puters. Thor can be purchased with 
either a single or double floppy, or 
even a hard drive. Thor 20 and Thor 
21 are higher speed versions of the base 
model. 

Cambridge Systems Technology— 
producers of Thor—are investigating 
the probability of bringing Thor to this 
country this year. 


While we are on the topic of Sinclair 
clones, you may be surprised to find 
that there is a computer now being 
advertised by a New Jersey mail order 
house which is being sold as a ZX-81 
clone! The PC8300 comes with a T/S 
1500 type keyboard and a few other 
enhancements, but as any purchaser of 
this so-called clone will quickly tell 
you, there is very little compatibility 
between the two machines. 

Topping the list of noncompatibili¬ 
ty is the fact that the PC8300 does not 
incorporate the familiar Sinclair one 
stroke BASIC keywords. Because of 
this fact, standard Sinclair ZX-81 (or 
T/S 1000) cassette tapes will not load 
or run on this imposter. Although 
many of the T/S hardware additions 
might (or might not) work, unless you 
are a true hacker (in the old, positive 
sense of the word if you please) you 
would do well to stay away from the 
PC8300. 

As you remember, a second annual 
Midwest Timex Sinclair Fest was held 
in Indianapolis. Once again this event 
was a smashing success and has spawn¬ 
ed more such get togethers to be plann¬ 
ed for the upcoming year. (A mini-fest 
was held last September in the great 
northwest.) A west coast fair is in the 
planning stage for this summer of ’88, 
and a WinterFest has been planned for 
the Orlando, Florida area. The 


Sunstate T/S WinterFest ’88 will be 
held on March 4-6 at the Orlando 
Marriott Hotel. Advanced registration 
is now being accepted at $5.00 per 
single or $9.00 per family. (The 
registration at the door will be $8.00 
per single or $12.00 family registra¬ 
tion.) For more information contact 
the Sunstate T/S WinterFest; 249 
North Harden Avenue; Orange City, 
FL 32763. I hope to see many of you 
there. 

What the coming year will bring is 
uncertain at this time. To keep in 
touch don’t forget that Computer 
Shopper is your best source of informa¬ 
tion. Both Mike O’Brien and I will 
keep you in touch here on the printed 
page, and I hope to see you online with 
Delphi where Computer Shopper In¬ 
formation Exchange offers a place for 
Sinclair enthusiasts to get together to 
discuss anything on their mind. A data 
library has T/S 1000, T/S 2068 and QL 
programs and information for the tak¬ 
ing. Want the latest information con¬ 
cerning upcoming Sinclair gatherings? 
CSIX is the place to find it! Come 
together in a real time online con¬ 
ference with your fellow Sinclair 
owners. Watch this column for an¬ 
nouncements of special upcoming 
events. # 

more Timex/Sinclair 
follows on page 366 
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by Michael O’Brien 

Twas the Night before 
Christmas, when all through 
the house, not a Sinclair was 
blinking, not even a “mouse.” 
The stockings were hung by the 
PC with care, in hopes of an 
upgrade-some hard or software. 

The children were nestled all 
snug in their beds, while vi¬ 
sions of QLs danced in their 
heads. 

And mamma in her software 
(pajamas), and I in my cap, 
had turned off the modem for 
a long winter’s nap. 

When out on the street there 
came a short beep, I im¬ 
mediately arose-from my long 
winter’s sleep. 

When what to my wonder¬ 
ing eyes should appear, a truck 
from “FED X,” loaded with 
gear. 

A Spectrum, a QL, a 
Timex/Sinclair, a printer, an 
Amstrad and tons of software. 
The little old driver so spry and 
alive, I knew in a moment it 
must be Sir Clive. As he drove 


out of sight and looked in his 
mirror, “Keep an eye on me 
yanks, 88 is my year...” 

A modest poetic entry from 
my wife (sure...Blame it on 
Her!)..The dead of winter is 
finally upon us, for those areas 
of the nation that experience 
the cold. With that, comes a 
moment to reflect on our 
families and loved ones. 
Toward the latter part of this 
month we celebrate by ex¬ 
changing gifts and look anx¬ 
iously towards the beginning of 
a new year. 

It is with much optimism 
and confidence that we begin 
a New Year here at the Com¬ 
puter Shopper. So curl up near 
a fire (or air conditioner for 
those in the south & west), this 
article is a Christmas wish list 
of sorts, of the past years 
highlights. 

Based on extensive hands on 
reviews, I will recommend 
these items as bona-fide 
welcome gifts for a loved com¬ 
puter enthusiast... Obviously, 
properly circled and innocent¬ 


ly left for a loved one to find, 
this may spell the best 
Christmas ever. I am also a 
firm believer that, after work¬ 
ing hard all year long that we 
all owe ourselves at least one 
little gift-so Indulge. All rele¬ 
vant addresses are included for 
pre-Christmas ordering. 

TS/1000 TS/1500 
TS/2068/Spectrum/Amstrad 

Tim Stoddard’s 64K Non¬ 
volatile RAM board upgrade 
for the TS/1000. A very inex¬ 
pensive way to upgrade your 
computers memory. At this 
writing Tim’s address was 
unknown, but this product is 
worthy of the mention. His 
Compu Serve § is 73127-2664 
for details. 

Memopak 16/32/64K RAM 
Paks from Memotech. Extends 
the memory of your TS/1000. 
Memory is directly ad¬ 
dressable, user transparent, 
and is neither switched nor 
paged. Available from Sunset 
Electronics, 2254 Taraval 
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Street, San Francisco, CA 
94116. 

The Timex Sinclair Guide to 
Telecommunications, a joint 
project of Pete Fischer and 
Steve Ishii. This guide is a must 
have for modem owners or 
those even considering the pur¬ 
chase. This slick guide lists all 
of the TS-BBSs, TS SIGs, on¬ 
line etiquette, how to-s, and 
more, you cannot be without 
this guide. Perhaps this guide 
alone did more for bringing all 
of us together than any other 
development. At the time of 
this printing the publication 
cost $7.50 from Pete Fischer, 
P.O. Box 2002, Tempe, AZ 
85281. 

Specterm 64. First appeared 
commercially in England 
where it is still in use for the 
Spectrum Computer. Grey & 
Clifford Computers have ob¬ 
tained the rights to market and 
sell it here in the U.S. for the 
TS/2068, although they offer 
versions for both models. This 
brings telecommunicating into 
the 20th century for many of us 
utilizing 1200 B.P.S. Most 
everyone utilizing Specterm 64 
praises it as putting telecom¬ 
municating in a whole dif¬ 
ferent dimension. This is far 
more efficient and cost effec¬ 
tive for downloading as well as 
quickly getting on and off 
boards. I have found Specterm 
64, a great bargain, well' 
documented and designed to be 
used with my existing TS2050 
300 baud modem. There are 
many, many features of this 
product that space will not per¬ 
mit the mention of. Available 
from Grey & Clifford Com¬ 
puter Products, P.O. Box 2186, 
Inglewood, CA 90305. Call for 
price. (213)759-7406 or 


obvious advantage is it’s com¬ 
patibility with GEM (Graphics 
Environment Manager) Soft¬ 
ware system. Although the pro¬ 
gram is extremely complex and 
versatile, the documentation is 
quite clear and leads you step 
by step systematically through 
the program. SuperBase offers 
easy to read data tables with 
practically unlimited numbers 
of fields, attractive pull down 
menus, multiple windows, 
point to click selections, multi¬ 
ple sort levels and more. Ob¬ 
viously it’s become increasing¬ 
ly more difficult to get gen¬ 
uinely excited about any par¬ 
ticular relational database, as 
it seems many are very similar. 
I was extremely impressed with 
the power and finesse of Super- 
Base. Available for the 
Amstrad from Brice Rd. Phar¬ 
macy, 1653 Brice Rd., 
Reynoldsburg, OH 43068. 
(614)861-3600. 

Other products for the 
Amstrad that merit considera¬ 
tion for holiday shopping are 
Deskset also from Brice Rd. 
Pharmacy. Deskset offers pop¬ 
up utilities at the touch of a 
key. The disk features 8 pop- 
ups: Clock, calendar, calculator, 
financial calculator, voice, 
popDOS, word processor or a 
utility that allows you to create 
your own utility. You can 
select one or all of them, pop 
them up even when using other 
programs, and although they 
are RAM resident, they require 
relatively little memory. 

BrairiStorm (is to ideas what 
word processing is to words), 
DR Draw (a very powerful 
drawing program for creating- 
/printing complex drawings), 
NewsDesk (a comprehensive 




ing eyes should appear, a truck 
from “FED X,” loaded with 
gear. 

A Spectrum, a QL, a 
Timex/Sinclair, a printer, an 
Amstrad and tons of software. 
The little old driver so spry and 
alive, I knew in a moment it 
must be Sir Clive. As he drove 


article is a Christmas wish list 
of sorts, of the past years 
highlights. 

Based on extensive hands on 
reviews, I will recommend 
these items as bona-fide 
welcome gifts for a loved com¬ 
puter enthusiast... Obviously, 
properly circled and innocent- 


for details. 

Memopak 16/32/64K RAM 
Paks from Memotech. Extends 
the memory of your TS/1000. 
Memory is directly ad¬ 
dressable, user transparent, 
and is neither switched nor 
paged. Available from Sunset 
Electronics, 2254 Tar aval 


where it is still in use for the 
Spectrum Computer. Grey & 
Clifford Computers have ob¬ 
tained the rights to market and 
sell it here in the U.S. for the 
TS/2068, although they offer 
versions for both models. This 
brings telecommunicating into 
the 20th century for many of us 
utilizing 1200 B.P.S. Most 
everyone utilizing Specterm 64 
praises it as putting telecom¬ 
municating in a whole dif¬ 
ferent dimension. This is far 
more efficient and cost effec¬ 
tive for downloading as well as 
quickly getting on and off 
boards. I have found Specterm 
64, a great bargain, well 
documented and designed to be 
used with my existing TS2050 
300 baud modem. There are 
many, many features of this 
product that space will not per¬ 
mit the mention of. Available 
from Grey & Clifford Com¬ 
puter Products, P.O. Box 2186, 
Inglewood, CA 90305. Call for 
price. (213)759-7406 or 
(213)516-6648. 

For utility programs, and 
programs that extend the ver¬ 
satility of your TS/2068, prac¬ 
tically any of Lemke software 
developments are a safe bet. It 
became quickly evident to me 
that these programs were 
developed by someone who 
cared deeply for our field, and 
someone who has pushed the 
boundary’s to the limits offer¬ 
ing new and exciting software 
for our PCs. For a more com¬ 
plete listing of Lemke software 
products please refer to this ar¬ 
ticle in last months issue of 
Computer Shopper . Although 
there are many, my personal 
favorite is Pixel Print-The 
Desktop Publisher. Lemke 
Software Development, 2144 
White Oak, Wichita, KS 
67207. Call (316)687-0315 for 
price. 

Perhaps the best relational 
database I have found, comes 
from Precision Software and is 
called SuperBase. It’s first most 


Base. Available for the 
Amstrad from Brice Rd. Phar¬ 
macy, 1653 Brice Rd., 
Reynoldsburg, OH 43068. 
(614)861-3600. 

Other products for the 
Amstrad that merit considera¬ 
tion for holiday shopping are 
Deskset also from Brice Rd. 
Pharmacy. Deskset offers pop¬ 
up utilities at the touch of a 
key. The disk features 8 pop- 
ups: Clock, calendar, calculator, 
financial calculator, voice, 
popDOS, word processor or a 
utility that allows you to create 
your own utility. You can 
select one or all of them, pop 
them up even when using other 
programs, and although they 
are RAM resident, they require 
relatively little memory. 

BraiiiStorm (is to ideas what 
word processing is to words), 
DR Draw (a very powerful 
drawing program for creating- 
/printing complex drawings), 
NewsDesk (a comprehensive 
desktop publishing and page 
making system). Computer 
Chef (what the name suggests 
and very well done) are 
welcome software additions to 
any serious users collection. 
For PCW-8256 users I would 
highly recommend the 
printer/modem interface (with 
both centronics parallel and 
RS232C Serial ports) and an 
Avatex 1200 modem. The 
modem offers 300/1200 baud 
operation, is quite slick and is 
Hayes compatible. I’ll admit I 
am beginning to find more and 
more compatible CPM soft¬ 
ware available on BBSs. All 
products are available from 
S.O.S. Datamension, 615 
Academy Drive, Northbrook, 
IL 60062. (800) 544-9954. Call 
for prices. A quick Merry 
Christmas and thank you to 
Chris Gorski for the coopera¬ 
tion and dedication of S.O.S. 
the past year. 

Turn your un-modified 
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EPROM PROGRAMMER 



THE EP-1 IS A GREAT VALUE, HERE’S WHY: 

• ASCII Command driven operation; All intelligence in unit 

• Reads, Programs, Copies over 300 types from 2716 to 27512 & 27011 

• Optional Intel microcontroller programming heads 

• Menu-driven Chip Selection; No Personality Modules 

• Fast, Slow, Quick-Pulse Programming Algorithms 

• Intel (8080 & 8086), Motorola, Tekhex, Straight Hex Files as well as Binary on 
PC-DOS system 

• Splits Files by Base Address and Odd/Even (16 & 32 bit systems) 

• Gold Textool ZIF 1C Socket • 5,12.5,21, 25V Programming 

• Generate & Set Checksums • Over-Current Protection 

• Same Day Shipment • 8 Baud Rates from 300 to 38,400 

PC-DOS COMMUNICATION SOFTWARE (included) 

• Works with IBM PC,'XT, AT or compatible 

• Programs in batch mode 

• Automatically uploads and downloads files 

oPmicrosystems 

(713) 461-9430 (800) 225-2102 Telex 1561477 
10681 Haddington, Suite 190 / Houston, Texas 77043 


Optional Intel Microcontroller Heads 




More Timex Sinclair 
continued from page 366 

TS/2068 into a BBS with soft¬ 
ware designed by Willie Jones 
and Paul Holmgren, two 
organizers of the TS FEST 87 
in Indianapolis. I ftrst review¬ 
ed the program favorably in 
*h o Bcptemb a r ^^sge of Com¬ 
puter Shopper. The BBS soft¬ 
ware features a real time clock 
that advances at midnight, a 
40 message base, a quick 
message scan feature, users log 
and instant printout of log-ons 
and Sysop messages. Available 
with complete documentation 
from Willie Jones, 10126 E. 
33rd Street, Indianapolis, IN 
46236, or call (317)897-9225 
VOICE. Program sells for $16. 

For Spectrum computers, or 
Spectrum emulated 2068 
models there are any number 
of outstanding arcade conver¬ 
sions available from abroad. 
Curry Computer Co. has by 
far the largest on hand inven¬ 
tory of programs available. 
There are some very good utili¬ 
ty and business programs 
available if you know where to 
shop. In all fairness, I have 
reviewed many Spectrum pro¬ 
grams from Curry this past 
year, and found all to be 
visually comparable to pro¬ 
grams on Ataris or other PCs 
touted as more sophisticated. 
Generally it is just a matter of 
preference. So either quickly 
get hold of their latest catalog 
or jot down your favorite pro¬ 
gram (s) along with the follow¬ 
ing address and leave it for 
your spouse to find. Curry 
Computer Co., P.O. Box 5607, 
Glendale, AZ 85312-5607 or 
call (800)628-2828 extension 
950 for prices or questions. 


This past year has brought 
us a number of high resolution 
graphic programs for the TS/- 
1000 and TS/1500. Although 
my obvious favorite is “Mind- 
scape-the adventure”—again it 
is simply an objective opinion. 
Most hi-res programs have im¬ 
pacted the market and are 

1987 has been a year of very 
serious development for our 
corner of the world, and I 
might seriously add that we 
have come closer this year with 
outstanding R&D than ever 
before. 

The new year will bring new 
developments to excite and 
amaze us. As is always my 
policy, I like to remain respon¬ 
sive to your needs. During the 
holiday season drop me a quick 
line and let me know what type 
of system you are using and 
what you would like to see in 
upcoming issues. My plans for 
future articles include hard¬ 
ware modification and projects 
for all Sinclair & Amstrad com¬ 
puters. Also constant picks & 
pans of the latest software, user 
tips & techniques, mailbag and 
features. I have planned a two 
month series of articles Fll 
write from Europe along with 
an interview with Sir Clive and 
Amstrad’s Alan Sugar (if all 
go’s well). 

Remember that the Best gift 
you can give this year is love 
and attention. It’s very easy to 
get caught up behind the 
keyboard for the better part of 
the year, so every now and 
then shut it off and make in¬ 
teresting conversation. The se¬ 
cond best gift you can give this 
year is a renewed subscription 
to the Computer Shopper 
magazine. • ■ 



